Theme on an AlI‘ (Andante)

(Pronounced Hen-del)

Halle, Germany, was the birthplace (1685) of this famous éomposer whose
father, a barber, intended him to become a laWyer.

At the age of seven, he could play the harpsichord and the oboe which he
had secretly taught himself. He became noted as an organist before
he was twenty years old. .

Nobles and musicians welcomed him when he visited Italy. When he
went to England he won the favor of Queen Anne and became the
music teacher to the Prince of Wales’ daughters. He wrote for
Princess Anne The Harmonious Blacksmith.

Puring the years that he spent in London, he wrote graI{d operas
and some of the greatest oratorios. /mén{

Entire audience arose enthusiastically when the Messia}, his greatest
oratorio, was sung for the first time. &

Lived until 1759 and is buried in Westminster Abbey: @ v
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*This air has been used by Brahms as the theme of his ‘‘Variations and Fugue on a theme by Handel.”

W. M. Co. 4658-16
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